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When the Love Is Real

By Sterling Grey - 10 October 2026

There is something lovely about the possibility that two women who were brought together to play a
love story might find one of their own.

Work can bring people into each other’s lives. Long days, shared nerves, learning to trust someone
beside you. Sometimes affection stays friendship. Sometimes it becomes something more. If that
happens, the best part belongs to the two people living it: the comfort of being understood, the
courage to become more yourself, the small happiness of having someone to come home to.

That is worth celebrating. It also deserves somewhere to grow without an audience.

I have been thinking about Shelly and Pundao this week, and about how little room there seems to
be between a GL pairing’s public life and the private lives of the women inside it. Their names can
become one name. Their work, appearances and affection arrive together. Then something painful
happens, and suddenly everyone believes they are entitled to an explanation.

On October 1, Motion Minds Entertainment announced Shelly’s suspension from work until further
notice and the discontinuation of the pair’s joint professional activities. Previously arranged work
would be reviewed individually. The company’s English statement described an undisclosed
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“overlapping relationship” and said it had affected trust and their ability to work together. It also
said it did not interfere in an artist’s private life. The studio’s statement placed a private

relationship at the center of a public employment announcement.

Those words were serious. They gave readers a conclusion to reach while leaving much of the story
unexplained.

Shelly’s subsequent account deserves to be heard with the same care. In the circulated translations
of her October 7 live, she described a trip with her mother involving plans for a café, and said her
mother had suggested that her former boyfriend come along to help. That account gives the visit
context missing from the first rush of accusation. It is her account, relayed through translations of

the live, rather than an independently established record of everything that happened.

On October 9, Shelly clarified in her own post that the two worlds she had spoken about were her
mother and Pundao. The man belonged to her past. She said she still loved Pundao, while accepting
that their relationship had changed and making clear that she did not want her feelings to pressure
Pundao into returning.

There is a great deal of humanity in that distinction. Loving someone can help you understand what
you want from your own life. It does not give you the right to decide what they must want from
theirs.

Pundao deserves to be heard just as clearly. In her October g statement, she asked people to stop

involving her family, respect her feelings and give her space. She deliberately left some questions
unanswered. In a follow-up about work, she said she still wanted to continue on this career path,

but the future involved other considerations too. She also said the company was respecting her
feelings and giving her time.

That matters. We cannot turn compassion for Shelly into another demand placed on Pundao. We
cannot claim to know what either woman should forgive, what either has experienced privately, or
what their next conversation ought to be.

We can question the public handling.

A studio has work to organize and commitments to manage. Its announcements carry an authority
that an ordinary fan post does not. When it uses language that invites a judgment about an artist’s
romantic life, it needs to consider what happens to that person after the statement leaves its
account. Ambiguity travels quickly. Corrections and context have a harder journey.

I find it troubling that a painful personal situation became a public announcement joining romantic
trust to professional consequences. I do not know the private agreements or every reason behind
the decision. I can still wish that the communication had left more room for dignity, and less room
for strangers to fill the gaps.
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https://x.com/MotionMindsEntt/status/2105628905092915400
https://www.reddit.com/r/ThaiGL/comments/1wzzbu3/a_couple_of_translations_so_far_from_shellys_live/
https://www.reddit.com/r/ThaiGL/comments/1wzzbu3/a_couple_of_translations_so_far_from_shellys_live/
https://x.com/shellybenda/status/2108587369486328157
https://x.com/_pundao/status/2108749499132969392
https://x.com/_pundao/status/2108755232339706256

For me, that is the larger question when a GL partnership becomes a real relationship. The love may
bring joy, confidence and companionship. The public arrangement around it can leave the couple
trying to understand their own hurt while everyone else is already writing the ending.

No amount of support buys us that ending. Buying a ticket, watching a series or loving a pairing
does not make us a third person in the relationship. There must be room for an apology without a
public trial, for forgiveness without a deadline, and for distance without an accusation.

I hope Shelly’s suspension can be lifted sooner rather than later, with a fair path back to her work. I
hope Pundao can continue the career she says she still wants. Neither hope should depend on a
romantic reunion. Both women deserve a future as individuals.

And yes, I hope there may still be a future for them together. That hope must leave them free to
choose, and free to take their time.

If their love is real, they will find their way to each other again.

Read and share: https://thaiglweekly.com/essays/when-the-love-is-real/
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